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On Friday, the Mississip-
pi State Department of Health 
announced that a new strain of 
COVID-19 has been found in 
Mississippi. Originating from 
South Africa, variant B1.351 has 
now been found in 25 states.
According to The Centers 
for Disease Control, the B1.351 
strain appears to be more conta-
gious than other, more prevalent 
strains of the virus, but does not 
have a higher severity of symp-
toms associated with COVID-19.
The first person in Mississip-
pi found to be infected with the 
South African strain was found 
in Harrison County. There are 
currently 181 confirmed cases in 
the country.
Health officials in Mississip-
pi, however, are worried about 
how the new strain will impact 
the efficacy of the COVID-19 
vaccines that are available in the 
state.
University spokesperson 
Rod Guajardo said employees 
at the University of Mississippi 
Employee Health Center could 
not comment on the efficacy 
of the vaccine against the new 
COVID-19 variant, given that, 
“the topic is more statewide in 
nature” and told The Daily Mis-
sissippian to reach out to the 
MSDH. MSDH  did not  respond 
to requests for comment by the 
time of publication.
The South Africa COVID-19 
variant is around 50% more con-
tagious than normal COVID-19 
variants according to the Wall 
Street Journal.
According to a report from the 
BBC, it is too early to know how 
effective most vaccines will actu-
ally be against the B1.351 strain. 
Though, studies have shown that 
the Pfizer vaccine is slightly less 
effective at preventing infection 
from this strain. The Moderna 
Though the university can-
celed spring break this year 
as a safety precaution, many 
students are still planning to 
travel this month.
Adeline Dunn, a junior 
communication sciences and 
disorders major, decided to 
take her break from school a 
few weeks ago.
“I went home to visit after 
the snowstorm just because 
I felt so drained emotional-
ly and mentally from school 
and all the restrictions due to 
COVID,” Dunn said.
Dunn’s parents are the ones 
who encouraged her to make a 
trip home for a few days so she 
could get refreshed, but since 
there was no scheduled break 
from school when she took 
her trip, she had to miss a few 
classes.
In addition to cancel-
lations, administrators 
shortened the semester to 
avoid students traveling to 
high-traffic cities and re-
turning to Oxford after being 
exposed to COVID-19. This 
semester, classes will end in 
April this year instead of May. 
Though many students still 
want to travel, some faculty 
said shortening the semester 
was a good decision.
“I think the decision to 
skip spring break and shorten 
the end of the semester was 
the right one,” Tibor Torma, 
director of Kennon Observa-
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Rebels on a roll







Students still travel despite risks
 UM canceled spring break. 





VAUGHT-HEMINGWAY TO ACCEPT FLEX
The Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
will be adding a Flex dollar portal 
to concession stands for next year. 
SEE PAGE 2
OLE MISS TENNIS PREPARES FOR RIVALS 
Both Ole Miss tennis teams 
are in action this weekend 
with the men’s team facing off 
against Mississippi State and 
the women’s team preparing for 
Florida and South Carolina. 
SEE PAGE 9
SEE TRAVEL PAGE 12
SEE VARIANT PAGE 3
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS  / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
The No. 4 Ole Miss Baseball team (17-4) will travel to Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, this weekend to face the No. 24 Crimson Tide (15-6) after 
defeating Central Arkansas during its midweek game on Tuesday by a 
score of 5-2.
The Rebels started out SEC play strong last weekend, sweeping 
the Auburn Tigers in Oxford. The nationally ranked Rebels sit 
alone in the SEC West as the only team to start out league play 
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 6
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OPEN LATE! SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AMTHURS-SAT 10:30 AM-3 AM
38143
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave 
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com
Earn $12-$18 per hour
NOW HIRING









NEXT TO LARSONʼS CASH SAVER
DOMINO’S 
WEST & 
OLE MISS  
CAMPUS
662.236.3030
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE 
DRIVERS
Register for Spring 2021
Intramural Sports!
Walking/Running Challenge
Registration ends 4/6 Noon
Cornhole Tournament
Registration ends 4/8 Noon
Home Run Derby
Registration ends 4/15 Noon
Laser Tag (w/ SAA)
Registration ends 4/15 Noon
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
will be adding a Flex Dollar portal 
to concession stands for the foot-
ball season next fall.
Robert Hughes, a sophomore 
public policy leadership major 
and Associated Student Body vice 
chair of the athletics committee, 
said that he first brought up the 
idea when he was a freshman, 
expressing his disappointment in 
not being able to use his Flex Dol-
lars at a concession stand during a 
football game.
“We were attempting to get 
this accomplished (last year), 
however the administration had 
not yet picked a new athletic direc-
tor, so it was virtually impossible 
to meet with the athletics depart-
ment regarding Flex in the stadi-
um,” Hughes said.
After Hughes became the vice 
chair of the athletics committee, 
he organized a meeting with Keith 
Carter, the athletics director, to 
begin the project. He said that 
Carter was very enthusiastic about 
the idea, but at first, he was wor-
ried that university food provider 
Aramark may resist the idea.
“During that initial meeting, 
Keith spoke of contractual issues 
that could arise between the com-
pany that runs Flex and the con-
cession company,” Hughes said. 
“I spoke of a possible cost benefit 
analysis about the additional stu-
dent revenue outweighing the cost 
of the contracts and technology 
that would need to be implement-
ed.”
Zach Elliott, a junior banking 
and finance major and the chair-
man of the ASB athletics commit-
tee, said that while reaching out 
to Carter and Paris Buchanan, the 
assistant athletic director, there 
were some communication issues 
along the way.
“You always have difficulties 
with anything that gives materi-
al change,” Elliott said. “Under-
standing which people to commu-
nicate with and knowing how to 
word ideas to certain stakeholders 
(is difficult). Obviously. an ad-
ministrator and a student will not 
express the same concern in the 
same language.”
Hughes said that after meet-
ings with Carter, the idea was 
passed on to the contract office, 
where Larry Sparks, the vice chan-
cellor for finance and administra-
tion, approved of it before retiring 
in December 2020. According to 
an email from Kathy Tidwell, the 
director of contractual services 
and licensing, there are some 
equipment parts that the univer-
sity will need to purchase and in-
stall, but expect to have it before 
football season starts.
“I just kept following up with 
them to make sure the process 
was continuing over the past se-
mester as some of the processes 
just took time,” Hughes said. “(I 
am) relieved that it’s confirmed 
and excited for next year.”
The city has hired two 
consultants in an attempt to 
get the city animal shelter 
back on track after photos of 
animal abuse at the shelter 
emerged on social media. The 
Board of Aldermen decided 
to terminate its contract with 
Tim Crum and hire Dr. Sarah 
Pizano, a veterinarian, to con-
sult the city about the animal 
shelter.
According to Mayor Robyn 
Tannehill, it will cost the city 
a total of $25,000 to hire Dr. 
Pizano.
The board initially re-
considered its contract with 
Tim Crum, a consultant they 
hired to help with the shelter. 
Tannehill said Crum stepped 
down after the Board previ-
ously approved his contract so 
that the city could ”be certain 
they were moving in the right 
direction.”
According to his website, 
Crum is an expert on fund-
raising, board governance and 
operations of animal shelters. 
He founded an animal shel-
ter fundraising non-profit 
and has written several books 
about running animal shel-
ters.
Tannehill said the Board 
has talked to several referenc-
es for Crum and were assured 
that he will provide thorough 
assessments and detailed 
plans to help with the city’s 
problems at the animal shel-
ter.
Still, Tannehill said she 
felt pressured by the public to 
move quickly in hiring Crum 
and felt compelled to reach 
out to Dr. Pizano, the other 
animal shelter consultant.
“I knew that we were in a 
position where we needed to 
make some steps quickly,” 
Tannehill said.
After speaking to Dr. Pi-
zano, Tannehill decided 
she would recommend the 
board terminate their con-
tract with Crum and switch 
to Dr. Pizano’s services be-
cause she would be more of a 
“hand-holder” than a consul-
tant.
“She will do research 
(about) the current build-
ing design, the state statutes 
and local laws as they relate 
to animal welfare and Veter-
inary Practice Act and health 
department requirements 
and area stakeholders will be 
reviewed, and I think that’s a 
critical part that we had not 
considered when we looked at 
the first proposal,” Tannehill 
said.
Since Mississippi Critterz 
was removed from the shel-
ter, there has only been one 
animal captured by animal 
control in the city. The an-
imal was cared for “by a city 
employee” and the Oxford Po-
lice Department is providing 
animal control services until 
the city can find an animal 
control officer, according to 
Tannehill.
The shelter is not accept-
ing animal surrenders.
“At this time, we cannot 
provide a sheltering pro-
gram,” Tannehill said, adding 
that the city will try to help 
people find foster homes for 





Vaught-Hemingway to accept Flex Dollars
City hires new consultant for animal shelter
Starting in fall of 2021, Vaught-Hemingway concessions will accept 
Flex dollars.
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS  / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
Since the Board of Aldermen terminated its contract with Mississippi 
Critterz over a week ago, the city has hired consultants to get the shelter 
back on track.
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vaccine is still effective against 
it, though the body’s immune 
response may not be as strong.
“It looks like it may have 
some diminished effectiveness 
at preventing symptomatic ill-
ness compared to the other 
strains,” State Health Officer 
Dr. Thomas Dobbs said at a 
press conference. “It does still 
seem to show pretty robust pro-
tection against severe illness 
and hospitalization.”
The Oxford-AstraZeneca, 
which is currently unavailable 
in the United States, only offers 
limited protection against the 
South Africa variant but may 
still be effective against pre-
venting severe disease from in-
fection.
“This just reinforces our 
messaging how important it is 
to get vaccinated and protected 
now. Time is of the essence,” 
Dobbs said.
Dobbs said that there is work 
being done to create a more ef-
fective vaccine against this par-
ticular strain.
“We think that it would be 
relatively simple in the grand 
scheme of things to reformulate 
the vaccine cocktails so to speak, 
such that it would be effective 
against the strain,” Dobbs said.
B.1.351 is the second variant 
strain to be discovered in Mis-
sissippi. Ten cases of the U.K. 
strain B.1.1.7 have been report-
ed in the state since mid-Febru-
ary.
According to the MSDH 
there were 387 new reported 
cases of COVID-19 in the state 
on Wednesday and 27 ongoing 
outbreaks in long-term care fa-
cilities, leaving Mississippi with 
a total of 303,625 confirmed 
cases and a death toll of 6,981.
The MSDH reports 
1,086,793 total doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine have been 
administered in Mississippi, 
with 405,026 people receiving 
both doses. 26,557 doses have 
been administered in Lafayette 
County. The university is cur-
rently offering the Pfizer vaccine 
to all eligible students, faculty 
and staff in the Tad Smith Col-
iseum.
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and local laws as they relate 
to animal welfare and Veter-
inary Practice Act and health 
department requirements 
and area stakeholders will be 
reviewed, and I think that’s a 
critical part that we had not 
considered when we looked at 
the first proposal,” Tannehill 
said.
Since Mississippi Critterz 
was removed from the shel-
ter, there has only been one 
animal captured by animal 
control in the city. The an-
imal was cared for “by a city 
employee” and the Oxford Po-
lice Department is providing 
animal control services until 
the city can find an animal 
control officer, according to 
Tannehill.
The shelter is not accept-
ing animal surrenders.
“At this time, we cannot 
provide a sheltering pro-
gram,” Tannehill said, adding 
that the city will try to help 
people find foster homes for 
stray animals they may find.
The Associated Student 
Body senior class officers are 
responsible for choosing and 
fundraising for the senior gift.
Jake Fanning, the current 
ASB attorney general, said 
although the elected officers 
do not have many required 
responsibilities, they are ul-
timately responsible for how 
much or how little they ac-
complish while they are in of-
fice.
“Whoever is elected could 
really leave an impact, or leave 
a legacy, if you will, if they do 
take the initiative to use their 
platform,” Fanning said.
Flint Christian, the current 
senior class president, said 
the most important thing for 
the presidential candidates 
to understand is to know who 
they are representing.
“A big part of the duties 
as senior class president re-
ally revolves around having 
a good sense of what the se-
nior class could get excited 
about,” Christian said. “One 
of the most important things 
is knowing who your peers 
are and being in touch with 
them.”
Fanning said that many of 
the presidential candidates’ 
platforms are centered around 
a desire to return to normalcy 
on campus this fall.
“This past year has been 
anything but normal, and it’s 
been weird,” Fanning said. “I 
think everyone kind of desires 
a return to normalcy, and I 
think that’s what a lot of (the 
candidates) will talk about in 
the coming weeks.”
On the senior class officer 
election day, April 5, there 
will be two candidates for the 
2022 senior class president, 
one candidate for vice pres-
ident and a write-in slot for 
secretary and treasurer.
Davis Judd, an accounting 
major from Indianapolis, is 
one of the candidates for se-
nior class president. He said 
that as president, he would 
not only raise money to give 
the university a tangible gift, 
but also reunite the senior 
class for their last year on 
campus.
“Being (from) out of state, 
I’ve loved meeting so many 
great people, especially from 
the class of 2022, that have 
made Mississippi feel like 
home,” Judd said. “I would be 
honored to serve as their class 
president.”
Lucy Hulet, a political sci-
ence and Arabic major from 
Kansas City, Kansas, is also 
running for senior class pres-
ident. She was inspired to run 
for the position because of the 
love she felt from the class of 
2022 after her father passed 
away during her sophomore 
year.
“I knew I had to do some-
thing to give back to the com-
munity that had welcomed 
me in from so far away with 
open arms, cared for me, and 
made me feel like I was a part 
of something bigger than my-
self,” Hulet said.
Hulet described her plat-
form as an emphasis on three 
things: readiness, legacy and 
togetherness. She said she 
wants to strengthen advisor 
and student relationships, 
host speakers and events 
that will prepare the class of 
2022 for life after college, 
and provide Ole Miss and the 
community with a senior gift 
that “embodies the love we’ve 
shared for the university 
during our time here.”
Matthew Hartzog, a com-
munication sciences and dis-
orders major, is the sole can-
didate for senior class vice 
president. He said his plat-
form is based on giving the se-
nior class a voice to be heard 
when decisions are made, and 
being able to be an advocate 
for positive change in the ar-
eas that need it.
“I feel that I am a great 
candidate for this position be-
cause I have helped fundraise 
for many different organiza-
tions and I want to be able to 
bring my skill set to fundrais-
ing for the senior class gift,” 
Hartzog said.
 Senior class officers: what do they do? 
MORGAN O’NEAL
thedmnews@gmail.com
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The power of a lie 
UM Hillel addresses anti-semitism, misinformation
Zach Kornfeld was 15 when 
someone asked him where his 
horns were.
After growing up in a predom-
inantly Jewish neighborhood, it 
was the first time he had experi-
enced blatant anti-Semitism. The 
moment would go on to shape his 
understanding of what anti-semi-
tism — and hate, in general — re-
ally is: an ugly, powerful lie.
“She acted like she was jok-
ing, but then I realized she wasn’t 
joking because she kept looking,” 
he said. “I laughed because that’s 
a very crazy thing for somebody 
to say … It showed me at a very 
young age, I must have been 15 or 
16, that if you lie to someone, you 
warp their brain.”
In a virtual conversation on 
Wednesday between the comedi-
an and leaders of the Ole Miss Hil-
lel, the Jewish student association 
on campus, Kornfeld delved into 
his experiences with anti-Semi-
tism, both lived and historical.
“I have relatives who died in the 
Holocaust,” Kornfeld said. “When 
we talk about this not being old 
history, this is current. I have a liv-
ing relative who was 14-years-old 
in a concentration camp … When I 
look at my family tree, there’s just 
dead ends. So much of my extend-
ed family stopped, stopped to exist 
— because of hatred, because of a 
lie, because of this horrible event.”
Kornfeld, who has been a long-
time outspoken advocate against 
anti-Semitism, first rose to fame 
through his work with the popu-
lar online media outlet Buzzfeed 
as a member of a comedy quartet 
called The Try Guys. After formal-
ly severing their ties with Buzzfeed 
in 2018, the group members went 
on to start their own production 
company and have garnered over 
7.5 million subscribers and 1 bil-
lion views on their YouTube chan-
nel.
Richard Gershon, a board 
member of the Oxford Jewish Fed-
eration who funds and facilitates 
the Hillel, said the group hoped to 
attract a larger crowd of university 
students ready to learn about Jew-
ish culture and anti-Semitism by 
hosting such a popular creator.
“This is probably the smallest 
Jewish community I’ve been in-
volved in,” he said. “We’re growing 
and developing, but I think I think 
a lot of people don’t know about it 
… We want people to understand 
what anti-Semitism is. I think a lot 
of people don’t really understand 
that they don’t know what it is.”
Francesca Kirdy, vice presi-
dent of the Hillel, said that this 
ignorance and lack of awareness 
has been the driving factor behind 
many of the anti-Semitic experi-
ences she and other members of 
the Hillel have had while at UM.
“There have been anti-Semitic 
incidences with some members 
in our Hillel,” she said. “When we 
confront those incidents, most 
of the time, it comes down to not 
understanding what they’re say-
ing and the impact that they’re 
making … A lot of these people ha-
ven’t been around Jewish people 
besides the South Park jokes they 
see on TV or the Family Guy jokes. 
So they’ll just say something that 
might be offensive to me, but not 
realize that it’s offensive.”
While these jokes, stereotypes 
and microaggressions may seem 
insignificant, Kornfeld said they 
speak to and exacerbate larger, 
harmful lies about Jewish people.
“Microaggressions aren’t that 
big of a deal in a vacuum,” he said. 
“But the kernel of that kind of 
joke is a lie, and that lie will then 
metastasize and grow, and like a 
snowball, it will continue to pick 
up.  Now 15 years down the line, 
the person who makes those jokes, 
and makes those jokes to their 
friends and to their children, car-
ries with them this idea that Jews 
are bad.”
Kornfeld said that seeing an-
ti-Semitism for what it is — a com-
bination of harmful lies told over 
time rather than isolated incidents 
— leaves Jewish people and their 
allies with one charge: to look for 
lies and prejudice, and to call it out 
when you see it.
“To me, anti-Semitism is not 
just about Judaism,” Kornfeld 
said. “It really isn’t. It is the ker-
nel of insidious misinformation 
and hatred that seems to sprout 
out at every minority culture. So if 
you are a Jewish person, I believe 
this with all my heart, your job on 
this earth is to reject hatred ev-
ery single place you see it. It is to 
recognize those patterns that led 
to the murder of millions of your 
brothers and sisters and to ensure 
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Now Hiring 
S A I L I N G  I N S T R U C T O R S
Blackjack Sailing is hiring part time sailing instructors to teach 
sailing to kids 3 - 6 days a week from June 1st through July 
2nd at the Sardis Lake Marina on small sailboats. Pay is $15/
hour. Necessary skills include previous experience teaching 
sailing and working with kids. Best if applicant has previous 
experience teaching on small boats at a sailing camp or holds 
a US Sailing small boat teaching certification. Transportation 
to and from Sardis Lake Marina will be provided if needed.
blackjacksailing.org
email resume to: 
infoblackjacksailing.org
38160
Student starts organ 
donation advocacy group
Sophomore biology major 
Amelia Murphree established 
the UM chapter of Student 
Organ Donation Advocates 
(SODA) earlier this month. 
The group plans to spread 
awareness for organ donation 
and register community mem-
bers as organ donors.
This semester, the UM 
chapter of SODA will recruit 
volunteers and meet regular-
ly to reach out to around 300 
students per semester and 
register at least 50 people as 
organ donors. The chapter has 
partnered with the Missis-
sippi Organ Recovery Agency 
and Mid-South Transplant to 
spread awareness to the com-
munity.
SODA is a national non-
profit organization that in-
spires and supports stu-
dent-led organ donation 
education programs on high 
school and college campuses. 
After approval, which Mur-
phree and other members 
received recently, SODA pro-
vides the student leaders the 
tools necessary to begin edu-
cation on their campus.
Murphree decided to start 
the UM chapter of SODA 
when her father received a 
double organ transplant sur-
gery. Shortly following the 
surgering, her father died 
from a heart attack, and this 
made her even more passion-
ate about SODA’s cause.
“When I came to Ole Miss, 
I was an eager freshman look-
ing for ways to get involved 
here on campus. I remember 
going onto the Forum web-
site and searching up differ-
ent clubs, especially one that 
revolved around the cause of 
Organ Donation Awareness 
… I was appalled when I dis-
covered there was no organi-
zation present on campus that 
revolved around this fantastic 
cause. So, I set out to change 
that,” Murphree said.
Murphree first contacted 
the Mississippi Organ Recov-
ery Agency (MORA) last fall 
to pursue the creation of a 
partnership with the universi-
ty. Soon after, she discovered 
SODA online.
In Murphree’s role as the 
president of SODA, she over-
sees all club functions, estab-
lishes deadlines required to 
be met, and most importantly, 
she recruits new members.
“My team and I aspire to 
educate, raise awareness and 
register members within our 
community as organ donors,” 
Murphree said.
Kaylee Gutierrez, allied 
health studies major and 
SODA volunteer coordinator, 
said she hopes to use SODA 
as an educational tool for her 
future career in nursing and 
others.
“Since I am (planning to go 
to nursing school), I hope to 
use SODA as a benefit to my 
career path and be able to fur-
ther educate myself and oth-
ers. When I graduate in 2024, 
I hope to see SODA flourish 
and be an outstanding organi-
zation at Ole Miss,” Gutierrez 
said. “I think this should be a 
permanent organization be-
cause of how important organ 
donation is and how you can 
save a life.”
According to Gutierrez, 
SODA will be hosting its first 
event this fall due to recent 
university approval.
Junior public policy lead-
ership major Alyssa Moncrief 
is passionate about organ do-
nation and hopes to get in-
volved with SODA in the fall.
“I have a personal connec-
tion to organ donation from a 
club in highschool and I really 
think there needs to be more 
awareness of it, especially 
among young adults,” Mon-
crief said. “I think so many 
college students don’t realize 
the perks of being an organ 
donor even at a young age.”
According to the Center for 
Organ Recovery and Educa-
tion, nearly 75% of college stu-
dents support organ donation. 
Still, there is a significant gap 
in those who are actually reg-
istered as a donor – roughly 
only one-third are only regis-
tered donors.
“This is such an important 
topic to talk about and active-
ly sign students up for,” Mon-
crief said.
Murphree mentioned that 
she wants others to see the 
passion she has for SODA, 
and hopes that translates into 
equally passionate members 
when she recruits.
“I am determined to recruit 
members who are genuinely 
passionate about spreading 
awareness for organ dona-
tion so the Ole Miss chapter 
of SODA can remain relevant 
years after I have graduated. 
This cause is so important, 
and I want others to under-
stand that too,” Murphree 
said.
Murphree said that she 
hopes to make a genuine im-
pact in the Oxford community 
through SODA.
“I want to make this impact 
by inspiring passion for organ 
donation, involvement and 
contribution,” Murphree said. 
“Organ donation has affect-
ed many people’s lives in the 
best way possible. Because of 
this, I believe members of our 
community must understand 
the truths about being a donor 
and the importance of gener-




The university’s biology department is in Shoemaker Hall.
PHOTO COURTESY: OLE MISS COMMUNICATIONS 
“I have a personal connection to organ 
donation from a club in high school and I 
really think there needs to be more awareness 
of it, especially among young adults...”
- Alyssa Moncrief 
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winning all three of its games.
Though Alabama might 
not be considered to have an 
Omaha-ready team this year, 
it still has a sneaky lineup 
that could give the Rebels 
some trouble. Last weekend 
in its SEC season opener 
against Arkansas, formally 
the nation’s top-ranked team, 
Alabama’s bats exploded in 
the first game as it dominated 
the Razorbacks 16-1 on Friday. 
However, the Tide dropped its 
midweek game on Tuesday 
against Southern Miss, losing 
5-4.
That doesn’t mean Ole 
Miss’s series against Alabama 
will be a walk in the park. 
Fortunately, the Diamond 
Rebels will have junior pitcher 
Doug Nikhazy back this week, 
who has missed the last few 
weeks because of a chest 
injury. Nikhazy will not be 
throwing the first game as he 
has been since last season. 
Instead, the junior pitcher 
will be the Rebels’ second-day 
starting pitcher.
This means that junior 
pitcher Gunner Hogland will 
continue to start the series as 
the Rebels’ day one pitcher. 
In three starts for the Rebels, 
Hogland has averaged an 
ERA of 2.27 and an IP of 
3.1, including last weekend’s 
opening game, where the 
team helped him allow no 
runs, winning 1-0. Sophomore 
Derek Diamond will continue 
to be the third-day starter for 
the team.
Ole Miss baseball head 
coach Mike Bianco’s decision 
not to start Nikhazy for the 
first game of the series is likely 
due to strategy. While Nikazy 
is left-handed, Hogland and 
Diamond are both right-
handed. This  means that the 
pitching each day will start 
with the arms of a right-left-
right. The pitching crew will 
have to continue to bring its 
A-game against an Alabama 
team that has shown its 
potential with hot bats.
On the offensive side, the 
Rebels will continue to look 
for their groove inconsistency 
at bat this weekend. Senior 
Tim Elko has been the hottest 
for the team so far, averaging 
.342 this year with eight 
home runs. The rest of the 
team, however, has been both 
up and down, and though 
several of the ups have been 
exciting, there is still a lack 
of consistency that the Rebels 
hope to solve before the 
league play gets tougher. A 
dark horse who is due for a big 
game swinging for the team is 
freshman Calvin Harris, who 
batted his best against Auburn 
last weekend including his 
first home run for the season.
The first pitch against 
the Crimson Tide will be 
Thursday, March 25, at 6 p.m. 
and televised on ESPNU.
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ABOVE: Ole Miss catcher Hayden 
Dunhurst blocks a low pitch.  
RIGHT: Peyton Chatagnier prepares 
to catch the ball as an Auburn 
player dives onto the base. Ole 
Miss won all three games in the 
weekend series against Auburn.
BOTTOM: Wes Burton pitches in 
the final game against Auburn on 
March 21. 
PHOTOS: HANNAH GRACE BIGGS 
  / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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Currently, there are seven 
SEC teams in the top-25 
rankings. The first five spots 
are held by SEC teams, four 
of them in the SEC West. 
Baseball is a long sport, and 
teams are not expected to win 
every game, but if you want 
to make it to Omaha, there is 
very little room for error.
Ole Miss opened up league 
play with a 3-0 sweep against 
Auburn, and it couldn’t have 
come at a better time.
The Rebels were able to 
win the series against ULM 
but lost to ULM in the series 
finale, 8-3. Then, to make 
matters worse, The Rebels 
suffered a brutal loss at the 
hands of Louisiana Tech last 
week, scoring just one run to 
their 13. They were unable to 
hit, and some of the team’s 
heaviest hitters went 0-for-4 
on their first real road season 
game. Junior Kevin Graham 
was able to reach base for his 
tenth consecutive game with 
a single in the first game, as 
well as senior Tim Elko and 
freshman Jacob Gonzalez 
reaching for their 12th straight 
game.
Nothing was looking good 
for the Rebels as they were 
about to take on Auburn. In 
a press conference following 
the loss to Louisiana Tech, 
head coach Mike Bianco said, 
“We really didn’t do anything 
in all three phases...offense, 
defense, pitching. We didn’t 
play better defense and 
didn’t help ourselves out. It’s 
disappointing.”
Luckily, Ole Miss was able 
to turn it around in the end.
Ole Miss beat Auburn in 
a close one on Friday night, 
as they were able to handle 
business the next few days. 
Veteran pitcher Gunnar 
Hoglund proved to everyone 
that he will be an essential 
key to winning out in the SEC. 
Hoglund pitched eight shutout 
innings and 13 strikeouts. The 
first game of the series was a 
battle of pitching.
Auburn’s Cody Greenhill 
pitched seven scoreless 
innings. Both pitchers allowed 
for zero runs. The win came in 
a late bomb from freshman 
Calvin Harris in the eighth 
inning. I held my breath as 
Auburn came up for their 
last at bat. If you watched the 
game, you know exactly what I 
am talking about.
Ole Miss continued their 
win streak with a win over 
Central Arkansas in their 
mid-week game on Tuesday 
night. The long balls, and 
fairly good pitching aided in 
this win. Gonzalez, Elko, and 
sophomore Hayden Dunhurst 
each had a home run in 
the game against Central 
Arkansas. The bullpen cycled 
through to give up a combined 
two hits. Things could be 
better, but a win is always a 
win.
It isn’t quite time to panic 
for postseason dreams, but as 
any Ole Miss fan knows, if you 
want to host Regional games, 
you can’t drop must-win non-
conference games.
Ole Miss will take on the 
Alabama Crimson Tide in 
Tuscaloosa this weekend, 
hopefully continuing on this 
hot streak.
38173
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be highly motivated, 
organized, dependable, 
and attentive to detail.
Must 
have strong communication 
skills and be comfortable 
interacting with local 
business professionals.
Contact dmads@olemiss.edu for an application.
How Rebel baseball can continue its hot streak 
RUBY DRAAYER
thedmnews@gmail.com
Calvin Harris swings at a fast ball from an Auburn pitcher. Ole Miss won all three games in the weekend 
series against Auburn.
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS  / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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The Ole Miss track and 
field program is preparing 
to host its first of two track 
meets with the Ole Miss Clas-
sic starting on Friday. The 
second meet, the Joe Walker 
Invite, will occur next week-
end. These home meets mark 
the first time in two years that 
the Rebels have hosted its op-
ponents in Oxford.
The Ole Miss track and 
field teams are coming off of 
an impressive stint at the Ti-
ger Track Classic in Auburn, 
Ala., where they competed 
for their first outdoor sea-
son meet against teams such 
as Clemson, South Carolina, 
Troy, the University of Ala-
bama and South Alabama.
The Rebels went from an 
indoor postseason run to a 
cross country run, to ultimate-
ly prepare for their outdoor 
season debut in the span of six 
days. Despite the turnaround, 
the Rebels earned three dif-
ferent event titles and 13 Reb-
els earned the top-three spots 
in their respective events in 
Auburn. With a week to rest, 
the Rebels will look to stand 
on top at their home meets 
during the next two weeks.
Results from the Auburn 
meet include first place per-
formances from Jasmine 
Mitchell in women’s weight 
throw, junior Peyton Weiss-
mann in men’s pole vault and 
sophomore Tedreauna Britt 
in the discus throw. Mitch-
ell threw an overall personal 
record of 16.27 meters (53-
04.50), making it to the No. 5 
all-time record at Ole Miss and 
No. 11 in the NCAA. , Mean-
while Britt almost topped her 
previous discus throw but fell 
one inch short at 53.97 meters 
(177-01).
Weissmann recorded a 
5.20 meter (17-00.75) score 
on Saturday, with fellow Reb-
el pole vaulter Cole Colozzo 
recording a 5.10 meter (16-
08.75) score at second place. 
TMeanwhile, the women’s 
pole vaulters earned the No. 
5 fifth-best height in Ole Miss 
history with freshmen Lynd-
sey Reed and Samara McCon-
nell both scoring 4.07 meters 
(13-04.25) at third place in 
the competition.
Other high performances 
at the meet include sopho-
more Brandee Presley (11.41 
(+0.1)) for the women’s 
100-meter race at second 
place, junior Elijah Dryer 
(10.51 (+0.9)) for the men’s 
100-meter race at third place, 
freshman Tristyn Wooley 
(21.13 (+1.1)) for the men’s 
200-meter dash at second 
place, and freshman Marcus 
Dropik (1:52:10) in the men’s 
800-meter at third place, just 
to name a few more.
The Rebels will start their 
firstits Oxford meet of the 
season on Friday, March 26 
through Saturday, March 27 
for all-day events that will 
continue through the follow-
ing day, Saturday, March 27. 
On Friday, field events such as 
men’s and women’s hammer 
throw will start at 3:00 p.m. 
with the women following the 
men. The first category starts 
at 9:00 a.m. for men’s javelin 
on Saturday.
The Ole Miss soccer program 
announced its updated atten-
dance policy on Tuesday, and 
general public admission will now 
be taken at the gate for the up-
coming home match on Saturday. 
The Rebels are preparing to face 
off against the Georgia Southern 
Eagles this weekend on March 27 
at 2 p.m..
Since the start of spring soc-
cer, the Rebels have played teams 
such as Memphis, Samford and 
Georgia, as its game against Mid-
dle Tennessee was canceled due 
to positive COVID-19 tests within 
the Ole Miss soccer program. The 
game was originally scheduled for 
March 20, then it was moved to 
March 21 before being canceled 
altogether.
One player has garnered SEC 
honors for the Rebels thus far 
this season. Midfielder Haleigh 
Stackpole earned SEC Player of 
the Week on March 8 after the ju-
nior’s stellar performance against 
the Georgia Bulldogs. Stackpole 
scored a brace to lift the Reb-
els above the Bulldogs during 
their March 6 match. The honor 
marked the second league honor 
for Stackpole, as she earned SEC 
Freshman of the Week in 2018 
after scoring a game-winning goal 
against Vanderbilt.
The Rebels are currently 
7-5 overall going into the game 
against Georgia Southern, with 
three wins and zero losses in their 
spring season. Ole Miss is hoping 
to take its current three-game 
winning streak to four this week-
end.
The Eagles are currently 4-11-1 
with one win and one loss in their 
spring season run. The Eagles lost 
to the Florida Gators on March 11, 
3-1, and won against the Stetson 
Hatters on Feb.13 for its spring 
season debut, 2-1. The Eagles have 
scored only 13 goals this year, with 
27 goals from opponents.
Goal scorers for the Eagles 
include midfielder Marcela Mon-
toya with five goals scored and 
two assists with forward Debo-
rah Ruiz scoring three goals and 
no assists. Defensively, goalkeep-
er Sallie Newton has totalled 29 
saves, and fellow goalkeeper Sara 
Story has totaled 36 saves on the 
season.
For the Rebels, top goal scorer 
Channing Foster is one to watch; 
she totals four goals this sea-
son with one assist. Behind her 
in goals is Stackpole with three 
and two assists. Sophomore Mo 
O’Connor also has two goals and 
two assists, while senior Madisyn 
Pezzino totals three goals and no 
assists.
Foster also totals four 
game-winning goals, while O’Con-
nor leads the Rebels with 29 shots. 
Foster follows behind with 28 shots.
Two Rebels lead the team in 
assists. Senior Molly Martin has 
three and junior Ashley Orkus has 
three. The pair worked together 
in the fall season during the Van-
derbilt game as Orkus delivered a 
free-kick up the field with Martin 
to flick it to Foster for the golden 
goal against the Commodores.
Defensively for the Rebels, SEC 
Goalkeeper of the Year Orkus totals 
a whopping 65 saves. As a whole, 
the Rebels have a total of 18 goals 
scored with 15 from opponents and 
averages 1.50 goals per game.
The home match versus the 
Eagles is set for kickoff at 2 p.m. at 
the Ole Miss Soccer Stadium and 





Ole Miss will host a track meet this season for the first time in two years. 
PHOTO COURTESTY: PETRE THOMAS  / OLE MISS ATHLETICS
Ashley Orkus kicks against Memphis on March 1. Ole Miss Soccer 
defeated Memphis 3-0. The Rebels will play Georgia Southern on 
Saturday, March 27.
PHOTO COURTESY: JOSHUA MCCOY  / OLE MISS ATHLETICS
Track and field hosts 
Ole Miss Classic in Oxford 
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Ole Miss men’s tennis will 
look to take on Mississippi 
State at home this weekend 
while the women’s team will 
face off against Florida at 
home on Thursday and South 
Carolina on Saturday.
The men’s team is coming 
off of a nail-biting win over 
Oklahoma State in Stillwa-
ter, Oklahoma. The Rebels 
outlasted the Cowboys with a 
narrow 4-3 win, and UM im-
proved to 7-7 on the season 
and 4-3 in the Southeastern 
Conference (SEC).
The Rebels kicked things 
off Sunday losing in doubles, 
2-1. No. 7 duo Finn Reynolds 
and Tim Sandkaulen were 
able to win the first match, 
but Oklahoma State was able 
to win the second over senior 
Brady Draheim and junior Si-
mon Junk. Ole Miss ended up 
losing the final match 7-6.
Reynolds and Sandkaulen 
were ranked as the top ten-
nis pair in college tennis this 
week. The duo has won eight 
of their last 10 matches, and 
have only lost one match to a 
ranked opponent this season. 
The pair moved from No. 7 to 
No. 1 after their performance 
in Tulsa.
The Rebels are now in the 
ITA top-10 team rankings at 
No. 9. The team moved up 
nine spots from their previous 
No. 18 rankings. This marks 
the first time this season the 
Rebels have cracked the top-
10.
The Rebels won only four 
of six singles matches versus 
the Cowboys. Ole Miss will 
have another big challenge 
on their hands as they look to 
take on Mississippi State, who 
is ranked No. 11 in the coun-
try.
The Bulldogs will be look-
ing for their sixth 7-0 sweep of 
the season. In their last match 
against UAB, the Bulldogs 
dropped only one match.
Meanwhile, the women’s 
tennis team had no problem 
sweeping the Auburn Tigers 
4-0. After dropping their first 
three of four matches, the 
Rebels have been able to re-
cover with three consecutive 
wins.
No. 30 Ole Miss handed 
No. 18 Auburn their first home 
loss of the season, after easily 
winning doubles to start off. 
The Rebels swept Auburn in 
doubles with an easy 6-0 win. 
Auburn struggled to find their 
groove and was unable to keep 
up with Ole Miss.
Florida is currently ranked 
No. 24 nationally. Sara Dahl-
strom from Florida will be 
coming off of her first SEC 
Freshman of the Week acco-
lade after two singles wins 
against Missouri. Ole Miss 
will have No. 39 Sabina Mach-
alova in singles, and two 
ranked doubles duos in No. 24 
Machalova and Alexa Bortles 
and No. 44 Anna Vrbenska 
and Tereza Janatova. Senior 
Janatova has an 8-1 record in 
her dual match play.
Florida will be particular-
ly dominant in doubles play, 
after winning five of their six 
matches.
For the men, the match 
against Mississippi State is set 
for 1 p.m. Sunday, March 28. 
For the women, the Thursday 
match against Florida starts 
at 5:00 p.m. with the game 
against South Carolina start-
ing at 1 p.m. on Saturday.
Tennis prepares for 
late-week matches 
Ole Miss beat No. 11 Texas A&M, 
on March 7 with a final score of 
5-2, and now is ranked No. 2 in 
SEC West Standings.




Ole Miss will host a track meet this season for the first time in two years. 
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This year’s installment of 
the Oxford Film Festival be-
gins on Wednesday, introduc-
ing a new hybrid format and a 
festival movie pass that gives 
attendees more ways to watch 
than previous years.
In-person films will be 
screened in two outdoor tents 
located in the Oxford Com-
mons, as well as the Malco 
Outdoor Cinema and a pop-
up drive-in at Oxford High 
School from March 24-28. 
The drive-in fits 100 cars 
while each of the tents has a 
60-person limit.
Through the month of 
April, the rest of the festival’s 
films will be provided online, 
including Q&A events with 
the filmmakers. Each film 
can be accessed through the 
Eventive app, allowing films 
to be viewed either by com-
puter or the Eventive TV app, 
which can be downloaded on 
Roku, Amazon Fire Stick and 
other similar providers.
“It’s such a weird year, 
but we didn’t want to skip 
over having the festival, so 
we’re just doing it the best 
we can,” Melanie Addington, 
director of the Oxford Film 
Festival, said. “Obviously, 
smaller numbers are allowed 
to attend the festival physi-
cally. So it will be very small 
and intimate, which will be 
nice.”
The festival will be con-
tinuing its $50 student VIP 
pass that was introduced 
last year, allowing students 
unlimited access to all films 
both in person and online. 
Tickets can be purchased ei-
ther on the OFF website or 
at the ticket booth located 
at the TRU by Hilton hotel, 
which is  in the Commons.
OFF is also introducing 
an affordable new genre 
pass that gives buyers access 
only to a genre of their choos-
ing. For example, instead of 
paying for all films, one could 
pay to watch only LGBTQ 
films or movies exclusively 
from Mississippi filmmakers 
for a reduced price.
The idea was born after 
the company that recently 
redesigned the OFF website 
reached out to the communi-
ty and received feedback on 
what it wanted from the fes-
tival.
“That was something we 
heard a lot. ‘I can’t necessar-
ily afford a full VIP pass, but 
I’d love to have some of that 
experience’ So we decided to 
break it up and have some 
different things,” Addington 
said. “Each genre path gets 
you into one of the parties 
and is a little bit more afford-
able, but still feels special.”
Around 185 films will be 
shown across both platforms 
this year, down slightly from 
the 200 typically screened. 
Addington said some films 
are close to selling out, par-
ticularly those by Mississippi 
filmmakers.
One film called “Hungry 
to Learn” covers the issue of 
economic and food insecurity 
among college students. The 
profits made from the sales 
for the screening will be do-
nated to Grove Grocery, the 
university’s food pantry.
The success of the festi-
val’s “OFF to the Drive-In” 
series that began last sum-
mer played a major role in 
festival leadership’s comfort 
with running an outdoor ven-
ue. The organizers wanted to 
make sure that filmmakers 
could see their creations on 
the big screen and provide at-
tendees with an irreplaceable 
moviegoing experience.
“We knew that the in-per-
son theatrical experience, no 
matter how great a sound sys-
tem you have at home, it’s not 
the same as actually being in a 
theater,” Addington said. “We 
just wanted to create a little 
bit of normalcy.”
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINOS
SOLUTION TO 3.18.21 PUZZLEACROSS
1- Swedish pop band 
whose hits include 
“Waterloo”; 
5- Pulls down; 




16- Leave in, to an editor; 
17- Composer 
Khachaturian; 
18- Japanese three-line 
verse; 
19- Delhi wrap; 
20- Livable; 
22- Attack on all sides; 
23- Flee; 
24- Commit a faux pas; 
25- Garments; 
29- Apparel; 
33- Make watertight; 
34- Architect Saarinen; 
36- Big rig; 
37- MSNBC rival; 
38- Capital of Vietnam; 
39- Televise; 
40- Loaded; 
42- Between ports; 
43- Pineapple fiber; 
45- Bring to a successful 
end; 
47- Culinary department; 
49- Bleaching agent; 
50- Popular rental; 




61- Writer Loos; 
62- Used to be; 
63- Prefix with -drome; 
64- Make less tense; 
65- Hankering; 
66- Cease; 
67- Pretty girl; 
68- Wading place;  
DOWN
1- Eastern nanny; 
2- Aboriginal rite site; 
3- Spill the beans; 
4- Commander in chief 
of a fleet; 




8- Greek goddess of 
victory; 
9- Actor Erwin; 
10- States; 
11- School orgs.; 
12- Able was ___...; 
13- Fighting; 
21- Istanbul resident; 
22- Pal in the ‘hood; 
24- “The Time Machine” race; 
25- Ghana’s capital; 
26- Overwhelming fear; 
27- Blow with the fist; 
28- Flat contract; 
29- Frog sound; 
30- Moor; 
31- “South Pacific” hero; 
32- Femme fatale; 
35- Hydrocarbon suffix; 
38- Possess; 
41- Summit of an earthy 
mound; 
43- Let’s just leave ___ 
that; 
44- Foul-up; 
46- Spud bud; 
48- Mountaineering aid; 
51- Latin lesson word; 
52- Nair rival; 
53- Corn syrup brand; 
54- Dagger of yore; 
55- Volition; 
56- Catchall abbr.; 
57- Pianist Peter; 
58- As a result; 
59- Winder for holding 
flexible material; 
61- Short trader?;





Complete the grid so 
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BETWEEN CAMPUS AND 
SQUARE 2 bedroom 1 bath 
apartment. 403 5th $920 
(662)832-0117
APARTMENT FOR RENT
WALK TO SQUARE 121 
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guarantee required. Available 
August (662)832-0117
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D. Internet/ Cable. $1200. 
Available April 1 901-262-
1855
 Oxford Film Festival 
introduces hybrid format
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As we lurch further into 
2021, many of us — if not all 
of us — are finding it hard 
to move forward. While the 
prospects of a next-to-nor-
mal summer seem encour-
aging, pandemic fatigue has 
set in. Perhaps an extra hour 
of sunlight and warmer tem-
peratures will combat this fa-
tigue, but as we learned one 
year ago, sunlight and warmth 
do not feed the soul by them-
selves.
Many of us now have the 
opportunity to be vaccinated 
thanks to Mississippi’s ex-
panded vaccination availabil-
ity, yet it still takes time to 
schedule appointments and 
become fully vaccinated. In 
the meantime, we are forced 
to seek comfort from our “old 
reliables” that have gotten us 
through a year of the pandem-
ic, but is this mentally sus-
tainable?
Just over a year ago, many 
of us entered an unknown 
space: fully online classes, 
Zoom and quarantine. We 
entered this space with hope, 
wanting to reinvent ourselves, 
learn new skills and final-
ly getting to relax from our 
stressful social schedules. In-
stead of attending parties or 
going out to eat, we filled our 
time watching “Tiger King” 
or by baking bread — partial-
ly because the store was sold 
out. Once that hope quickly 
evaporated, many of us relied 
on our old sources of comfort: 
our families’ recipes, our fa-
vorite shows to binge-watch 
and our favorite songs. They 
helped us feel a short-term 
sense of normalcy, but, now, 
they have taken on a new role 
in our lives.
After watching the stan-
dard “COVID-19 Canon” of 
Netflix shows and semi-per-
manently dying my hair pur-
ple, I reverted back to my fa-
vorites: watching Parks and 
Recreation and listening to 
70s Rock, John Mayer and 
Harry Styles. I hoped it would 
get me through to the summer 
when I could finally re-enter 
society. Spring, summer, fall 
and winter have, of course, 
come and gone, and I am still 
relying on the same media to 
get me through —except for 
Parks and Recreation after 
NBC stole it from me. The 
media that once gave me com-
fort now serves as background 
noise for my descent into de-
tachment; it was once “quirky 
and cute” to know every line, 
but now it’s a reminder of my 
isolation and dependence.
In what do we, as individu-
als, have left to find comfort? 
Maybe some of us find comfort 
in a seemingly promising fu-
ture, but we have been burned 
by that promise before. Hope-
fully, the pandemic will pass 
as vaccinations increase and 
we gain herd immunity, and 
society can regain a sense of 
normalcy. Even so, can we re-
gain a sense of comfort in our 
favorite songs, movies and 
hobbies?
Physical health is, of 
course, the main priority in 
leaving the pandemic behind, 
but we must consider our 
post-pandemic mental health. 
Will we be forced to embrace 
new remedies because our 
old comforts leave sour tastes 
in our mouths? Twenty years 
from now, will “Golden” by 
Harry Styles remind me of the 
“good times in college” like 
Peter Gabriel and The Clash 
do for my dad, or will it re-
mind me of the year I spent 
stuck in my house and the 
headaches I got from staring 
at my computer all day?
This is a much small-
er issue than the loss of life 
and ongoing medical issues 
caused by COVID-19, but it is 
still something to think about. 
While the future is as prom-
ising as it is intimidating, we 
have all but lost our safety net 
of comfort in case things don’t 
go as hoped, as they have for 
the last year. This uncertain-
ty of comfort will either be 
quelled or expanded as we re-
turn to in-person classes, re-
turn to the Grove and re-enter 
society.
Londyn Lorenz is the assis-
tant opinion editor majoring 
in Arabic and international 
studies from Perryville, Mo..
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OPINION
Anti-Asian American hate isn’t new. I know. 





The 150% rise in hate 
crimes toward Asian Ameri-
cans in 2020 — combined with 
hundreds of years of American 
anti-Asian sentiment, imperi-
alism and bigoted presidents 
—came to a climax last week 
in Georgia. In an undeniably 
racialized and gendered trag-
edy, a white man shot eight 
people, including six Korean 
women, while shouting “I am 
going to kill all Asians.” While 
I recommend that you read an 
article about the violence that 
occurred last week, honestly, I 
have not. I know the lead-up 
to that violence all too well.
Before I had ever been 
to the South, I was fearful of 
what it might be like to attend 
the University of Mississip-
pi because of the racism my 
Filipino grandparents faced 
in the region. In the 1990s, 
when my grandparents moved 
to Birmingham for my Pa-
pa’s work, they showed up to 
Sunday mass at the Catholic 
Church, only to find it shut-
tered. They found the priest, 
who informed them that the 
KKK was scheduled to show 
up nearby that day.
The fact that an organiza-
tion founded to terrorize Black 
Americans also targeted Asian 
Americans shows that though 
these groups experience rac-
ism in different ways, Black 
Americans and Asian Ameri-
cans share a common struggle 
against white supremacy.
As we know all too well at 
this university, racism is not a 
relic of the past, but a present 
that so many choose to ignore, 
or even worse, cherish. Even 
as recently as in my parents’ 
lifetimes, my parents would 
not have been able to get mar-
ried due to anti-miscegena-
tion laws.
While working on the ASB 
legislation to relocate the 
Confederate statue, a jour-
nalist interviewed me and 
asked about why I worked on 
the initiative. To me, it meant 
solidarity in the removal of 
a white supremacist symbol 
that sought to oppress Black 
Americans, as well as oth-
er minorities in the country. 
When I saw the published ar-
ticle, it explicitly labeled me 
as a white activist.
I am white and Asian 
— half-Filipino American, 
half-German American — but 
what this signaled to me was 
not only a deliberate erasure 
of my identity but also my 
struggles as an Asian Ameri-
can student in the South.
I’ve had people flirt with 
me at my former on-campus 
job, asking me “Where are 
you from?” Unsatisfied with 
“St. Louis” as an answer, they 
continued to pester and leer 
asking, “No, where are you 
REALLY from?” I have told 
close friends about my heri-
tage, only for a reproachful re-
sponse of “My nanny was Fil-
ipino. Do you eat dogs, too?”
The gendered element of 
this violence is unignorable. 
While the shooter said his ac-
tions were based on his sex 
addiction, he clearly had fed 
into the violent fetishization 
of Asian women.
As a majority of Asian 
Americans live on the coasts, 
being Asian in the South can 
be an isolating experience. Be-
ing Asian and a mixed person 
in this environment is espe-
cially isolating to navigate, as 
I fall outside of the conven-
tional Black and white racial 
binary. The racism that I face 
as an Asian American is differ-
ent from that of different ra-
cial and ethnic backgrounds, 
but it is deeply embedded in 
a history of white supremacy.
The Latino husband of one 
of the victims was held in cus-
tody as a suspect by the same 
police force that labeled the 
real shooter as just having a 
“really bad day” as a white guy. 
People of color were reminded 
once again that people will do 
anything to silence and ignore 
centuries of bigotry, reducing 
it to individual action to treat 
racism as a problem of years 
past. Only when we embrace 
an understanding of racism as 
interconnected do we begin to 
move forward to dismantling 
the institutions and ideas that 
allow all forms of prejudice to 
exist.
Deconstruct, understand 
and reject your stereotypes — 
I am not silent; I am not sub-
missive. But I am tired: tired 
of the fear that I have for my 
loved ones traveling alone, 
tired of the stereotypes in-
flicted on Asians, particularly 
Asian women, tired of hear-
ing about half of the world’s 
population as a monolith and 
tired of having to explain why 
I am tired.
Katie Dames is the opinion 
editor from Saint Louis, Mo., 
majoring in international 
studies.
need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for breaking news on 
Oxford and the Ole Miss campus
While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing, our 
newsletter with the top news of the day.
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tory, said. “The biggest reason 
for the COVID-19 disaster this 
January was surely people 
traveling, and a large part of 
that was college students tak-
ing the Christmas break.”
On Jan. 9, 15 days after 
Christmas Day, Lafayette 
County reported 98 new cases 
of COVID-19 in a single day.
Hannah Jacoby, a sopho-
more English major, is orig-
inally from Vicksburg but 
her family currently lives in 
Epping, New Hampshire. 
She plans on going to see 
her grandparents that live in 
Vicksburg for Easter, instead 
of making the trip home.
“I’ve driven the past two 
times I’ve gone to visit, so I’m 
partially going to Vicksburg 
out of convenience,” Jacoby 
said.
Both of Jacoby’s grand-
parents are fully vaccinated, 
as well as many other mem-
bers of her family that live in 
Vicksburg. However, before 
they got vaccinated, Jacoby 
said her grandparents were 
a lot more precautious about 
her coming to see them, due 
to their age and underlying 
health issues.
“They had a camper next 
to their house that I would 
stay in, and I would like, eat 
my dinner and stuff in there,” 
Jacoby said. “If I wanted 
to interact with (them), we 
would be outside and I would 
be wearing masks.”
Now, she said that both of 
her grandparents are more 
open to interaction with oth-
ers, but are still cautious.
“We don’t get in each oth-
er’s face or anything. We’re 
still pretty careful about sit-
ting farther apart.” Jacoby 
said.
Jacoby also works as a sales 
coordinator at Marshalls, 
which is a storefront in Ox-
ford that still requires masks. 
While she said that most pa-
trons continue to wear their 
masks, she is worried how 
cases will translate in Oxford, 
since students are coming and 
going so frequently.
“We spent a whole year of 
trying not to travel, you just 
have to wait a little bit longer 
until the summer,” Jacoby 
said.
Cameron McCreight con-
tributed to the reporting for 
this story.
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